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After the June 12, 2016, shooing in Orlando, President Obama stated the following:

My concern is that we start getting into a debate, as has happened in the past, 
which is an either/or debate, and the suggestion is either we think about some-
thing as terrorism and we ignore the problems with easy access to firearms. Or 
it’s all about firearms and we ignore the role, the very real role, that organiza-
tions like [the Islamic State] have in generating extremist views inside this coun-
try. It’s not an either/or. It’s a both/and.188

The term gun control is a very broad term. It can refer to restricting the types of firearms 
that can be sold and bought, who can possess or sell them, as well as where and how 
they can be stored or carried.189 Interestingly, one journalist argued that some have main-
tained, particularly gun-control activists to get rid of the term. This is due to some asso-
ciating gun control with confiscation. Some possible alternatives include “gun-violence 
prevention,” “gun safety,” and “firearms regulation.” However, these alternatives have 
failed to become are part of our conversation regarding this topic.190

Over the past 25 years, Americans have revealed less support for stricter gun control. 
Thus, “[w]hile some high-profile shootings have resulted in calls for increased restric-
tions, that support has proved fleeting thus far. Gun control is one of the most sharply 
divisive issues in the U.S. today.”191 Table 15.6 provides a summary of the “pros” and 
“cons” for gun control.

PRO CON

The Second Amendment is not an unlimited right 
to own guns.

The Second Amendment of the U.S. Constitution 
protects individual gun ownership.

More gun control laws would reduce gun deaths. Gun control laws do not deter crime; gun ownership 
deters crime.

High-capacity magazines should be banned 
because they too often turn murder into mass 
murder.

Gun control laws infringe upon the right to self-
defense and deny people a sense of safety.

More gun control laws are needed to protect 
women from domestic abusers and stalkers.

Gun control laws, especially those that try to ban 
“assault weapons,” infringe upon the right to own 
guns for hunting and sport.

Guns are rarely used in self-defense. Gun control laws will not prevent criminals from 
obtaining guns or breaking laws.

Legally owned guns are frequently stolen and 
used by criminals.

Gun control laws give too much power to the 
government and may result in government tyranny 
and the government taking away all guns from 
citizens.

Gun control laws would reduce the societal costs 
associated with gun violence.

Gun control laws such as background checks and 
micro-stamping are an invasion of privacy.

A majority of adults, including gun owners, 
support commonsense gun control such as 
background checks, bans on assault weapons, 
and bans on high-capacity magazines.

More gun control is unnecessary because relatively 
few people are killed by guns.
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